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NEW WAVE 
ENGINEERS 
BLAST OFF

SKY’S THE LIMIT:  Kelly Mulvay, 24, and Kristin Stewart, 26, at Gilmour Space Technologies. Picture: Nigel Hallett

IT REALLY is rocket science
for workers at Gold Coast-
based Gilmour Space Techno-
logies. The Helensvale
company forecasts it could em-
ploy more than 200 engineers
and associated staff within
three years as Australia ramps
up its space program.

Gilmour last month signed
a deal to help develop rockets
for the Australian Space Agen-
cy and also is forging links with
NASA to create technology to
support future space missions.

Founded by brothers James
and Adam Gilmour in 2012, the
firm employs 45 people, includ-
ing engineers from around the
world working on rocket fuel
systems. The company  recently
hired seven graduate engineers
from Australian universities.

Gilmour’s primary work in-
volves building hybrid rockets
that combine solid fuel cells
made by 3D printers and liquid
fuel, and are safer and more
adaptable than the liquid fuel
Saturn rockets that took men
to the Moon. “It is an exciting
time for the space industry in
Australia, with a number of
jobs that will need to be filled
over the next few years,” James
Gilmour said. “If everything
goes to plan for us, we could be
looking at 250 people over the
next three years as we move
into the production phase.”

GLEN NORRIS

more than seven years in the
job. Queensland Health Minis-
ter Steven Miles signed off on
the dismissal in December.

Lawyers for Mr Pennington
are seeking an order in the
Queensland Industrial Rela-
tions Commission that he be
reinstated or alternatively, that
he be paid compensation for

lost wages and for the pain,
suffering, hurt and humiliation
suffered from losing his job.

Mr Pennington had more
than two years of his contract
left when he was terminated.

His dismissal followed ten-
sions between the chief execu-
tive and the WBHHS’s board
chairwoman Peta Jamieson.

Ms Jamieson sent an email
to WBHHS staff in late-Sep-
tember announcing the chief
executive had been terminat-
ed “effective immediately”.

The email came two
months after a Facebook
post that Mr Penning-
ton (inset) wrote “amid
a mental health crisis”

in July, which included criti-
cism of the board chairwoman.

It was later removed.
Mr Pennington’s crisis is

understood to have fol-
lowed relationship issues,

the pending death of a
close colleague and
significant workplace
stress.

Sacked CEO fights back
A SACKED former Queens-
land health service chief
executive has taken his case to
the state’s industrial umpire
seeking to be reinstated. 

Adrian Pennington was ter-
minated from his $410,000-a-
year position with the Wide Bay
Hospital and Health Service
(WBHHS) last September after

Two WBHHS board mem-
bers Joy Jensen and George
Plint resigned in the wake of
Mr Pennington’s dismissal.

Ms Jamieson has until
January 29 to file a response to
Mr Pennington’s application
before the QIRC.

Mr Pennington declined to
comment. The WBHHS board
also refused to comment
“while the matter is before the
commission”.

JANELLE MILES
MEDICAL REPORTER Health service chief takes grievance to umpires

Snatched 
boy is safe

All quiet as 
laws lifted

A ONE-year-old boy who was
snatched from his mother’s
arms west of Brisbane, prompt-
ing an urgent police appeal for
the public to help find him, has
been located.

A man was seen pulling the
boy from his mother’s arms at
the Ipswich suburb of Race-
view about 11.30am on Satur-
day and is believed to have put
him in a car. 

Queensland Police issued
an amber alert about 5.45pm,
saying the boy was facing a
“significant risk” to his safety.

By about 7.25pm police con-
firmed the child had been
found safe and well. 

SYDNEY was mostly incident-
free on the first weekend since
the city’s lockout laws were
scrapped, with police confirm-
ing no significant alcohol-fu-
elled violence was reported.

The laws were introduced
in 2014 after the deaths of one-
punch victims Thomas Kelly
and Daniel Christie, and of-
ficially repealed on January 14.

They have been lifted
everywhere in the CBD except
Kings Cross and will be re-
viewed in 2021.

A NSW Police spokeswom-
an yesterday confirmed there
were no significant incidents
reported on Friday or Saturday
night. “Nothing out of the ordi-
nary happened,” she said.
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WOMEN’S FOOTY 
2020 MAGAZINE

Token available in the paper from this Wednesday

Available at participating newsagents from Wednesday January 22  
to Monday February 24. Strictly while stocks last.

*Paper + Magazine max $7.95. Women’s Footy: 2020 Season Preview Magazine available with purchase of The Courier-Mail and The Sunday Mail (RRP $3.00) on 22/01/20 to 24/02/20. Available at participating newsagents in Queensland, while stocks last. 
One magazine per original token from hardcopy (not digital) newspaper only. For more information visit couriermail.com.au/competitions

JUST
$4.95*

With the token  

in the paper

Magazine + Paper 
maximum costs$7.95

Your guide to the season, the players, how they stay inspired and keep their edge.


