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Tech to boost
employment
LOUISE BRANNELLY
A GOONDIWINDI couple
hopes for cloudy skies this year
as they push ahead with plans
to commercialise their fuel
management system.
When the drought breaks,
Shane and Amanda McGregor
are gearing up to create jobs in
rural Queensland from the
technology they have spent
more than four years developing. The McGregor Diesel Fuel
Management Solution uses
GPS and a network of sensors
to help farms, mine sites and
earthmoving companies collect real-time information to
measure the fuel usage of bulk
tanks and mobile storage
tanks. McGregor Diesel, the
business the couple established
in 2008, has been trialling the
system at 12 sites around the
state and the company will
finalise its patent for the technology in the next few months.
But it has been a tough slog
ramping up a rural business in

HILD-FRIENDLY COCKTAIL BAR
our third location at Chermside,
we’re beginning discussions with
various potential franchise partners around Australia. In addition to that we’ve received
quite a lot of international interest from Asia, the Middle East
and the US so we’re very excited
about that.
“At the moment we’re looking at master franchising options

as well as licensing and joint venture opportunities.”
Mr Memis said the company’s
concept came after being at dinner with his wife and friends in
2011 where he found there was a
gap in the market for a place that
served dessert and drinks but
was still child-friendly.
“I always love to have a drink
after dinner and my wife loves a

the midst of the worst drought
on record.
“People just have not been
spending,” Mrs McGregor said.
“Some properties have not had
any crops for the past two
years”.
The potential for the technology has been recognised by
the Queensland government
with McGregor Diesel recently
receiving $100,000 in Advance
Queensland Ignite Ideas funding.
Innovation Minister Kate
Jones said the grant would
help the McGregors streamline the technology and roll it
out across the country.
“This technology has the

potential to save millions of
dollars and create jobs in regional Queensland,” Ms Jones
said.
The grant has enabled the
company to upgrade its software and accelerate the commercialisation process.
“It was unbelievable getting
the grant,” Mrs McGregor said.
“It couldn’t have come at a better time.”
It means that when the
rains eventually come and the
outlook for rural communities
improves, McGregor Diesel
will be ready to grow and employ more workers in the
manufacturing,
installation
and servicing of the fuel management system.
Learn more about jobs of
the future at QODE, Queensland’s largest innovation and
technology gathering for
entrepreneurs, investors, business executives, start-ups and
government, held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre from March 24-25.
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little dessert so the idea of opening a place where you can take
the kids to have a good time but
also enjoy something sweet and
a drink after dinner was born,”
he said.
Mr Memis says the key to
Cowch’s success is that “everyone is welcome” and the “concept needed to be shared around
Australia and the world”.
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